FOUNDATIONS  OF BRITISH  PATRIOTISM
of every individual to mind his own lawful business,
without interference from his neighbours, even in an
official capacity. The idea of the great Powers constituting
themselves a combined vigilance committee and police
force, with a mandate to order everyone's affairs for his
(or their) own good, and shoot down anyone who objected,
was frankly abhorrent to him ; he would and did fight
it with every means at his disposal.
And, like Castlereagh before him, he did so with an
almost faultless adjustment of means to ends, never
venturing on direct opposition except when in a position
to do so with decisive effect. Where the Holy Allies could
bring their land power directly to bear, Britain could
merely register her disapproval ; only where it was
possible to use her command of the sea, did her opposition
become active. It was in this sense that Canning embarked
on his daring and far-sighted scheme of calling the new
world into existence to redress the balance of the old,
by aiding and abetting the United States to preserve
American soil inviolate from the imperialism of Europe.
Having thus countered what was the most serious threat
of all, that of the extension of Holy Alliance methods to
the Western Hemisphere, he proceeded to vindicate
the liberties of small nations, Greece and Portugal,
by direct action based on sea power.
What is most significant of all about this most important
phase of British action on Europe is that it is in the
deepest and truest sense that of Britain herself, and that
these two great statesmen, her foreign ministers, were
merely the interpreters and agents of her wishes. Both
Castlereagh and Canning were keenly sensitive to public
opinion at home, but in different ways. To Castlereagh,
that reserved aristocrat, it was a spur ; he yielded to it,
as to force majeure ; he would have scorned to solicit it.
Canning, who was a self-made man, not only responded
to public opinion, but eagerly courted it. He was a
patriot in the grand style of identifying himself with the
spirit, and not only the interests, of his country. It was
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